Branches — Divisions — Committees 


Branches of the Society afe geographical independent groups 
of members who meet to foster the exchange of ideas and informa-. 
tion. There are currently six branches plus a national historical 
society branch. Several branches offer educational courses. Mem¬ 
bers and non-members are urged to participate in Branch activities. 

Divisions of the Society are developed around various disci¬ 
plines which bring members, together with particular technical 
interests to share specialized information- Members may join a 
Division at no additional cost. The SIVB. prides itself on the 
interdisciplinary talents provided by the Divisions. Special efforts 
are made to offer scientific sessions integrating topics from mam¬ 
malian, invertebrate, and plant cell biology. . 

Vertebrate Division— emphasizes vertebrate ceil, tissue, and 
organ culture, whole embryo culture, organ type differentiation, 
morphogenesis, toxicology, alternative models to the use of live 
animals, and related fields. Our desire is to bring together members 
interested in the culture, metabolism, and new uses of vertebrate 
cells, tissues, and organs in culture of organized differentiated or 
differentiating cell systems. 

Invertebrate Division — provides a focal point for members 
whose primary interests are in the culture and uses of cells, tissues, 
and organs from invertebrates. 

Plant Cellular and Developmental Biology Division — mem¬ 
bers have broad interests including vegetative, propagation .of 
flowers, trees and shrubs; understanding plant grovyth and devel¬ 
opment: cell fusion: biochemical selection and mutant recovery; 
and the transfer of genetic materials that cannot be accomplished 
by normal sexual crosses from one species to another. 

Cellular Toxicology Committee — provides a mechanism to 
promote and encourage development of rnechanistically oriented 
in vitro assays for.the assessment of toxicological points through , 
education and training,, promoting the development of in vitro 
models for target organ and system toxicology, and providing 
scientific direction in in vitro toxicology development. 

Committees: Member participation is encouraged.in both the 
administrative and scientific communities of the Society. The 
SIVB also has representatives to organizations involved in cell 
biolosy. such as AATB, ATCC; I ACC. lUMS, BSC. and NCCLS: 
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Society for In Vitro Biology 


Background 


The Society for In Vitro Biology is the successor to the Tissue 
Culture Association, founded in 1946. Its mission is to foster 
scientific exchange, publication, and teaching in the area oiin.. 
vitro biology of cells, tissues, and organs, focusing on biologi¬ 
cal problems of significance to science and society. 

With a membership representing 45 countries, the Society is 
involved in vigorous international efforts with the European 
Tissue Culture Society and the Japanese Tissue Culture Asso¬ 
ciation. Collaborative efforts are underway in areas such as 
terminology and importation of cell cultures. ,, 

The disciplines of its members include: alternatives to the use 
of live animals; biotechnology; cellular and molecular toxi¬ 
cology; cellular models for developmental biology, cardio¬ 
vascular studies, and cellular aging; growth, differentiation 
and senescence; infectious, diseases and cellular pathology; 
immunology; and genetics. 

In Vitro Cellular & Developmental 
Biology — Animal 

In Vitro Cellular S: Developmental Biology—Animaly one of 
the Society's peer-reviewed journals, provides a timely ve¬ 
hicle for invertebrate and vertebrate research. This monthly 
journal offers an opportunity to present .critically reviewed 
research to the scientific community. Along with the Society's, 
other journals and the Annual Meeting Abstracts, this journal, 
provides an important communication forum for scientific 
research. All regular members of the Invertebrate and Verte¬ 
brate Divisions receive this publication as part of their annual 
dues’ Contact the Society's Business Office for a copy of the 
instructions for authors which describes the requirements for 
manuscript submission. 


In Vitro Cellular & Developmental 
Biology — Plant _ 


In 1991 the Plant Cellular and Developmental Biology Divi¬ 
sion initiated a new quarterly journal: In Vitro Cellular <Sc 
Developmental Biology — Plant, to provide a timely vehicle 
for publishing research results. This publication offers an 
opportunity to present critically reviewed papers to the grow¬ 
ing body of plant members and subscribers. Along with the 
Society's other journals and Annual Meeting Abstracts, this 
journal meets communication requirements of plant cell, tis¬ 
sue, and organ culture researchers. All regular members of the 
Plant Cellular and Developmental Biology .Division receive 
this publication as part of their dues. 


In Vitro Report 


Formerly the TCA Report, this bimonthly newsletter contains 
news from Divisions, Branches, and Committees;: news, of 
members, details of forthcoming meetings, courses, classified 
advertisements, listings of new publications, and, occasion-. 
ally, brief reviews. It is provided to SIVB members as part of 
their dues and to Branch members. 


Annual Abstract Issue 


This issue, containing the final program and abstracts for the. 
upcoming Annual Meeting historically mails in either March, 
or April to all members of the Society. The issue contains the 
Schedule of Functions, Meeting Summary, and list of exhibi¬ 
tors. 
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Membership Roster __ 

To foster communications between members, the Society pub¬ 
lishes a listing of all members, their membership type, year 
joined, division and branch affiliation, address, and telephpne 
number. One copy is provided to all members free of charge. 


Meetings and Cong resses __ 

Annually, each Spring, the Society holds a national scientific 
meeting or international congress. Sessions include major 
symposia on focal topics, sessibns-in-depth on smaller, timely 
subjects, plenary and poster sessions, and small informal 
roundtables and workshops. The meetings are always held at, 
interesting sites and are attended by 800-1,200 people — large 
enough to attract major speakers, yet small enough for informal 
discussions with friends. The scientific program is usually 
supplemented by. social events such as a barbeque, local attrac¬ 
tions, tours, etc. Abstracts for the meeting are due during the first 
week of January. Details of our meetings as well as abstract, 
forms can be obtained from the Society Business Office. 

The Congress on In Vitro Biology — 1995 Meeting of the 
Society for In Vitro Biology will be held in Denver, Colorado, 
May 20-24. The meeting theme, "Interplay of Cells with their 
Environment” will deal with a vast array of research projects. 
Program Chair Howard L. Hosick and Program Co-Chair Norma 
Trolinder are planning multiple symposia, special awards pro¬ 
grams, sessions-in-depth, and are inviting contributed papers for 
platform and poster presentafions. In 1996, the Society will hold 
its meeting in San Francisco. 


Audiovisual Library 



The Society maintains a large collection of films and videos on 
in vitro biology, including cell culture and techniques. These 
range from early classics in the field to more recent ones. Many 
are excellent for teaching purposes. The films and videocas¬ 
settes are available to the scientific community at reasonable 
rates. Members are eligible for reduced rates on these rentals. 
A complete catalog is avmlable from the SIVB Business Office. 


The Audiovisual Committee is anxious to hear from investiga¬ 
tors who have films or videocassettes they would like to donate 
to the Library. 


Educational Courses 



The Society has encouraged various institutions throughout the 
country to provide basic in vitro biology courses, and its Educa¬ 
tion Committee has reviewed course material and provided 
evaluation services to the course instructors. TThe SIVB^has 
established a certification procedure to acknowledge courses of 
high quality and competence. Arrangements are ongoing to 
conduct in-depth programs for those interested in in vitro culti¬ 
vation of cells. Specific course information can be obtained from 
the Education Committee Chairperson or the Business Office. 


Supplemental Publications 

Also an official journal of the Society for In Vitro Biology, the 
Journal of Tissue Culture Methods is available to members at a 
reduced rate. (In 1995 yrCAf will become Methods in Cell 
Science.) This quarterly peer-reviewed journal details presenta¬ 
tions of laboratory protocols in cell science, including plant and 
animal cell, tissue, and organ culture. The journal contains 
papers which describe either new methods or techniques whose 
details have not previously been published, or provide signifi¬ 
cant improvements to established methods. This journal is 
available to members at one half the regulm subscription rate. 

SIVB has arranged with several publishers to offer their publica¬ 
tions atreduced rates to Society members at the annual meeting. 
Publishers such as John Wiley, Academic Press, Kluwer, and 
Plenum are some that have participated in the past. 


Placement Service 

Through the pages of its newsletter, In Vitro Report and the two 
In Vitro journals, the Society provides a placement service for 
members and non-members alike. Persons seeking employment 
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or companies wishing to hire can submit to the Business Office 
a brief description on the position or position desired. The 
description will be publishedin the next available issue of the In 
Vitro Report and the appropriate In FzVro journal. A reply code 
format ensures that all responses are sent through the Business 
Office and then are sent to the potential employer or employee. 
Employment opportunities are distributed to over 3,000 indi¬ 
viduals involved directly in in vitro biology. There is also a 
placement bulletin board at the Annual Meeting where employ¬ 
ees and those seeking employment may post notices. Contact the 
Business Office for copies of necessary forms and fees. 


Decennial Review Conference 


Every ten years the Society sponsors an international conference 
which focuses on several key areas of cell biology. Invited 
participants present reviews of past, present, and future studies ^ 
that place their specialties in perspective. 

Conferences have been held in 1946 (Hershey, Pennsylvania), 
1956 (Woodstock, Vermont), 1966 (Bedford Springs, Pennsyl¬ 
vania, 1976 (Lake Placid, New York). In 1986 itwas held, again, 
in Hershey Pennsylvania, celebrating the founding of the Tissue 
Culture Association. In 1996 there will not be an official 
conference. A World Congress will be held which will continue 
to focus on areas of cell biology. 


Awards for Students 

Cellular Toxicology Award—presented annually to a selected 
full-timfe graduate student with an oral presentation or poster in 
the field of cellular toxicology at the Annual Meeting. 

Wilton R. Earle Award—open to students working in all areas 
of in vitro biology. Students are evaluated on the basis of 
experimental design, clarity of presentiation, and validity of 
interprepation. 

Honor B. Fell Award — established in recognition of the 
achievements of the late Honor B. Fell, this award recognizes 
graduate student research accomplishments in the generalfield 


of animal organ culture, as demonstrated by presentation at the 
Annual Meeting; 

Hope E. Hopps Award — established in memory of Hope E. 
Hopps, an active member in and leader of the Tissue Culture 
Association, this award is given to recognize a quality presenta¬ 
tion at the Annual Meeting. 

Joseph F. Morgan Award — provides travel funds for Cana^ 
dian students to attend the Annual Meeting. Dr. Morgan, a long¬ 
time member of the Tissue Culture Association, was a Canadian 
scientist who contributed significantly to the art and science of 
in vitro biology. 

Philip R. White Award — supplements expenses of qualified 
individuals for continuing their education in plant tissue culture. 
The stipend is awarded for training at an institution of the 
awardee's choice or to attend a professional meeting. This award 
honors Dr. Philip R. White, an eminent teacher and researcher in 
plant cell tissue culture techniques. 

Student Travel Awards — provide travel support to attend the 
Annual Meeting. These are open to students working in all areas 
of inwitro biology. 

John S. Song Foundation Award for Plant Tissue Culture— 
covers the travel expenses, to the Annual Meeting of students, 
working in plant cell biology. 

Contact the Society Business office for further details of these 
award opportunities. 


For a Membership Application contact 
Society for In Vitro Biology 

BUSINESS OFnCE 
8815 Centre Park Drive, Suite 210 
Columbia, MD 21045 

(410) 992-0946 FAX (410) 992-0949 
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